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The development of conjunctive particles and ‘te 'composing subordinate
clause of learners of Japanese

KIYAMA Mika

This paper deals with the interlanguage variability of Japanese ‘setsuzokujoshi-rui’ (conjunctive
particles ‘kara’, ‘node’, ‘to’, ‘tara’, ‘ba’, ‘nara’, ‘ga’, ‘noni’, ‘temo’, ‘keredo’, ‘shi’, ‘tari’, and
‘te’composing subordinate clause) for the purpose of clarifying the process of form-meaning
mapping development by learners of Japanese (‘learners’).

Setsuzokujoshi-rui were chosen from 32 essays of learners (Malaysian) and 33 essays of Japanese
university students, selected from multilingual corpus distributed by the NIJLA (National Institute for
Japanese Language) to. The title of essays are the same, ‘My opinion regarding smoking’.

Acquisition sequence of “setsuzokujoshi-rui’ was estimated by the following procedures: First, to
line learners and to divide them into several groups by the number of types of ‘setsuzokujoshi-rui’ in
each essays. Secondly, make a group of used *setsuzokujoshi-rui’ in each stage.

Variabilities are also investigated to find which ‘setsuzokujoshi-rui’ have close relation in the
process of development.

Consequently, 1) ‘te’ or *kara’ were found to be the first in acquisition sequence, 2) variabilities are
found most in ‘te’ and ‘to’, 3) ‘ga’ usage in pragmatic functions observed after in grammatical

functions.

(Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)



