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An Analysis of the Japanese Language Rhythm by Learners
—Observed in the Vernacular Style Speech—

OGUMA Rie

This study analyzes the Japanese speech rhythm by learners, focusing on their errors of
timing control. A total of 79 vernacular style speeches are examined, which are recorded by
the learners in 4 language levels: beginner, intermediate, advanced, and super-advanced. Asa
result, the learners' inappropriateness of the rhythm was revealed to be categorized into 9
categories. It was found that the biggest factor among them, which disturbs the naturalness of
the rhythm, is 'vowel lengthening.'

From the viewpoint of the second language acquisition, the speech tempo is increasing
and the timing control approximates to the native speaker according to their language levels.
In examination of the features of the super-advanced learners' errors, they do not exhibit many
errors in their speech rhythm, however, the 2 major problems are observed: 'consonant
shortening' of the double consonants and 'vowel shortening' of the long vowels. The errors of
the super-advanced learners are very meaningful in as much as it is indicated to be the most
difficult aspects to acquire. Therefore, it is considered that the most difficult matter in
acquiring the timing control of Japanese speech rhythm is to maintain the length of the

consonants of the double consonants, and the vowels of the long vowels sufficiently.

(Japanese Language Course at the Embassy of Japan in Egypt)



