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The intonation of the particle 'ka' of request sentences

KOIKE, Tamami

This paper reports research designed to measure native and non-native speakers’ intonation of &’
in the grammatical structures of ‘teitadakemasenka’ and ‘teitadakemasendesyouka’. Japanese,
Chinese and Korean (10 males and 10 females per nationality) were asked to read aloud a paragraph
which was recorded and analyzed using phonetic analysis software, ‘Onseirokubenkemny. The
analysis of the first structure yielded 1) a gender difference in Japanese subjects, where female
subjects spoke ‘ka’ with a rising intonation and males with flat intonation, 2) Chinese subjects also
produced flat intonation, and in contrast Korean subjects produced a rising intonation. The analysis of
the second structure reveals that 3) Japanese spoke the sentence ending ‘ka’ with a flat intonation, 4)

where as the non-native speakers produced similar intonation patterns to the first structure.
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