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The effect of “Free Association” as a pre-reading activity

KIKUCHI Tamiko

To facilitate reading comprehension, many pre-reading activities which may activate
readers’ schemata have been tried in experimental and classroom settings. This article
reports the results of a study on the effect of “Free Association” as a pre-reading activity on the
reading comprehension of Japanese.

The results indicate that
1) “Free Association” as a pre-reading activity facilitates reading comprehension, and
2) the quantity of “Free Association” protocol has a significant correlation with recall rates

of the texts in which topics are similar to the “Free Association” key words.

From the pedagogical viewpoint, this suggests that “Free Association” is effective as a
pre-reading activity and also an increase of learners’ background knowledge facilitates their
reading comprehension.

(Kanda University of International Studies)



