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A Study on the “leaving unsaid” utterance of Korean native speakers
— As compared with the unsaid utterance
whose predicative part is expressed —

CHO Young nam

The purpose of this research is to clarify how a Korean native speaker has a way of
understanding about personal relations and several conversational functions of the “leaving
unsaid” utterances. The research employed the questionnaires as compared with the unsaid
utterance, whose predicative part is included. The results follow:

(1) The “leaving unsaid” utterance is likely to be used more in the unreserved relations than the
reserved ones.

(2) 1t shows a more tendency to be used in case of showing the will of the speaker himself and
giving some information in the unreserved relations. This is the major reason "to avoid
speaking at length", according to this research.

(3) When it is not used, it shows a tendency to be a case of giving some correcting information
in the reserved relations and need for action by the listener. According to the inquiry, the main
reason is "a lack of courtesy" in the reserved relations and "a lack of correct communication"

in the unreserved ones.

(Chonnam National Univefsity)



