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The Effect of Teacher’s participation to the Topic Changes
—In the Case of Class Discussion—
OGASA Emiko

This paper presents the role of a teacher in a class from the view point of topic changes
in the class discussion. Topics are classified in 3 categories, such as (D“Related to class
contents”, @“Related to the situation”, @“Though related, far from class contents”. By
this classification, we can see a topic regulation in the class discussion and teacher being out
of regulation.

The norm of group discussion can be changed by a teacher’s existence. In the
discussion among students, @and @ do not move to another topics related to @and ®.
If a speaker tried to break this norm, he or she would be ignored. But when a teacher took
part in the discussion and showed the feelings of interest in topics@), (3, the regulation does
not work.

From the difference of the two situations, I can say that the teacher has power to control

class, and theme of discussion.
(Chofu Gakuen Junior College)



