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The acquisition of quotation expressions
by native Tagalog speakers in natural settings

SUGIURA Masomiko

This paper aims to clarify how Tagalog native speakers have learned the quotation forms
with quotation markers like “fo / tte” in natural settings.

Five female Tagalog native speakers living in Japan for four to eleven years were
interviewed by a social worker. Their Japanese proficiencies and numbers of quotation
expressions appeared in the interviews were compared and analyzed. Positions of quotation verbs
and related phrases were also examined.

1t was found that the inexperienced learners have acquired mainly 3 patterns of quotations
in the beginning : (1) “datte” “n’datte” for quoting speech of other persons; (2) “watashi + u +
¢ for quoting their own speech ; (3)some final particles and “f0 omou” for quotation of their
own thoughts . With the advance of quoting proficiency, use of “#fe” seemed to increase in these 3
forms of quotations.

The marker “to omou” seems to have been acquired as a formulaic expression for quoting
learners own thoughts. The low proficient learner uses some strategies to compensate the lack of
knowledge about quotation forms: use of appropriate styles, creative use of her own quotation
form.

With the increased knowledge about the quotation expression, the quotation verbs tended

to come after the quoted phrases.
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