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Influences of the Inclusion of the Japanese Language
as a College Entrance Examination Subject in Korea

MORIYAMA Shin

In 2001, the Korean government introduced "second foreign languages” as new section
in their national college entrance examinations. Their primary focus is on communicative skills
rather than linguistic knowledge, with 60% of the questions focusing on this area. The “second
foreign language” section also includes three questions that assesses cultural knowledge, which
accounted for 10% of the entire section.

It is anticipated that the inclusion of “second foreign languages" in college entrance
examination will make foreign languages more important in Korean high schools. Also,
communicative skills and cultural understanding will be given a higher priority in high school
classrooms through this inclusion.

(Ochanomizu University)
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