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Japanese Language Education and Teacher Training in Korea

MORIYAMA Shin

Recently, Japanese language education in Korea has changed rapidly: Japanese is now
being taught in Korean middle schools starting this year. Japanese is included in the university
entrance examination, and the Seoul National University agreed to offer a course in the study
of Japanese. The Seventh National Educational Curriculum, which started functioning this
year, emphasizes a functional syllabus, communicative language competence, understanding
of different cultures, and the introduction of multi-media into the Japanese language education.
This paper reports on how a university, which is the only teacher-training center available, is
coping with such a change in the Japanese language education. By analyzing the Japanese
curriculum, major Japanese courses and the number of teachers pertaining to each major field,
and so on, the problems concerning Japanese language education, the future missions in

Japanese education and the possibility of hiring Japanese teachers were examined.

(Sejong University)



