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An Analysis of Children' s Telephone Goodbyes:
From the Viewpoint of Difference between Children and Adults

ITO Akiko, SUGIYAMA Masuyo,
HACHIWAKA Sumiko, FUJII Keiko

This paper examines how Japanese children close a telephone conversation.

The closing sections of 17 children' s telephone conversation and 16 adults” were
compared for the difference in the elaborateness of their structure and the use of function units;
which construct a closing section.

The results demonstrate the following difference between two groups:

1. Children use fewer function units in reaffirmation of acquaintance than adults.

2. The structures of children's  telephone goodbyes are not so elaborate as those of adults’:

with fewer frequencies and types of function units, fewer turns than adults’.

(ITO: Dynamic Business College, SUGIYAMA: Daito Bunka University, HACHIWAKA:

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, FUJIL: Yokohama National University)



