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“The Experienced and the Non-experienced” Categories
in the Teacher Training Program

MORISHITA Masako; SAITO Hiromi

In this paper we have observed how the teacher trainees categorize themselves into
experienced and non experienced groups when interacting with other trainees
of the same program.

The subjects are 14 teacher trainees, studying Japanese language teaching in a graduate school.
We recorded their discussions for practical training preparation and interviewed them after the
training program, and analyzed how “the experienced and the non-experienced” categories are
constructed and distinguished in their consciousness and interaction. We observe that each of them
put themselves in either categories to identify themselves, and achieve their own category in their
interaction. On the other hand, they tried to avoid grouping themselves in either of the categories in
order to maintain equal relationship as classmates.

We conclude that , in order to learn from each other, the student teachers must admit the

differences between them and interact frankly .

(Graduate school, Ochanomizu University )



