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A Contrastive Analysis of the Compositional Structures
—In the Case of the Beginning Sentence in the Editorials in Japanese and

Korean Newspapers—

LEE Jung Min

In this paper, types of the beginning sentence in the editorials in the Japanese and Korean
newspapers are analyzed based on both contents and forms. The result shows the following
two major differences between Japanese and Korean editorials. (D Japanese editorials tend to
handle the contents objectively, describing ‘facts of the matter’ . On the other hand, Korean
editorials tend to handle them subjectively, including ‘judgments or opinions toward the
matter’ . @ As for forms, Assertive forms are less used in predicates of the beginning
sentences in Japanese editorials, but on the other hand, most Korean editorials begin with
assertive forms. Obligation forms, which strengthen the degree of the assertion and were
never seen in Japanese ones, appeared at the beginning in Korean editorials.

According to Ichikawa (1971), the beginning sentence is thought to “lead the following
entire sentences, and influence their tone,” which means that the beginning sentence plays a
very important part in the compositional structure of written discourses such as newspapers.
Therefore, the differences in types of the beginning sentence in Japanese and Korean
editorials have profound influences on the following entire compositional structures of

written discourses.
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