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A Proposal of Teaching Methods of Prosody
Based on Prosodic Hierarchy

NAKAGAWA Chieko

A bottom-up approach is the main stream in the teaching methods of pronunciation, and
individual phones are practiced in the initial stage of the beginning level. Further progress in
pronunciation largely depends on the individual learner’s natural acquisition, and instructions
on intonation are rarely given to learners. In this paper, I will first review the current state of
study of Japanese prosody and its teaching methods, and then propose teaching methods for
speech and presentation based on phrasing, verifying the effectiveness of a top-down approach
that accommodates prosodic hierarchy. In this paper, prosody is defined as being constituted

from hierarchically linked minor and major units.

(Waseda University)



