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I had a great experience participating in this year’s Student World Symposium at 
Ochanomizu Women’s University. Not only was I given a prime opportunity to practice 
and improve my Japanese, but I also got a taste of what it might be like is I were to 
study abroad in Japan later in my college career. After returning home from the 
symposium, I definitely think that my views concerning world energy problems have 
changed. I think that the biggest change to my mindset on these issues has to do with 
my personal  level of open-mindedness. I think that compromise and cooperation will 
be a key tool for future world leaders in settling these many issues. I used to believe 
that there was always a best answer, and that the biggest struggle in complex problem 
solving was finding which options was the destined correct route. Now however, I 
understand that there are no straightforward answers hidden from plain sight. In 
order to solve complicated problems, it is vital that we remain unbiased, and accept 
information and opinions from all available sources.  

The various workshops, seminaries and lectures that took place in the World Forum 
were very diverse, worked together well to creat a united message: the energy 
problems of today need to be successful addressed before it is too late. Since the 2011 
Tohoku Tsunami and Nuclear Disaster was an event both relevant to the forum topic, 
and historically and emotionally important to the Japanese people,  its usage an issue 
of focus during the symposium worked well to fulfill the forum’s goals. As it is a recent 
occurrence, the 2011 disaster helped to place the discussion topics in a more tangible 
context. I think that after experiencing these workshops, I will be more sensitive to the 
emotional distress that people go through during natural and nuclear disaster events.  
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