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The students | met spoke of hope and strength during
their presentations and the amazing support Japan
received from all over the world after the Great
Earthquake was emphasized once again. Japan had
overcome grief and focused on rebuilding and creating
a better and much safer future. Not only did | witness
the change of mind of the Japanese people during the
symposium itself but also during the free time | spent
in Tokyo. | had already been to Japan’s capital city in
March 2011 so | could compare my experiences much
more directly. The most striking difference | discovered
concerned the reliance on nuclear power; a topic of
major criticism in Germany.

Whilst walking through Shibuya | saw department
stores in support of green energy, advertisements for
the development of slide doors that don’t require
electricity were shown in the subway and many TV
commercials promoted energy efficient products.
Contrary to the very critical reports in Germany the
Japanese had indeed developed a stronger awareness
for the importance of renewable energy resources.

Together with the various information derived from
the students’ presentations | had gained a new view on
the strength and devotion of the Japanese and a new
set of arguments to silence the critics in Germany.
Naturally there is still a lot to do for Japan to return to
normal daily life but | have faith in the Japanese people
and their ability to rebuild a stronger and safer Japan.
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