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Analysis of an Early Linked Poetry Ei’nin—gonen Fusunaniki—/aya,éu’in
from the Reizeike Shiguretei-bunko Collection

IKUTA Yoshiho
Abstract

Several studies have been made on the history of linked poetry (renga). However, little is known
about the interrelation between linked poetry itself and rulebooks (shikimoku) in the Kamakura
period. The reason behind this was the limitations of existing works, but Ei’nin-gonen Fusunaniki-
/.Jyaku’in, a complete linked poetry composed in 1297, was recently discovered among the collection of
Reizeike Shiguretei-bunko.

The purpose of this paper is to examine how rules worked in actual linked poetry in the thirteenth
century. The paper analyses E7’ nin-gonen Fusunaniki-hyaku’in by classifying themes and contents of
each line, then checking how these correspond to the two different types of rulebooks: Rengahonshiki
and Rengashinshiki. Results suggest that Ei’ nin-gonen Fusunaniki-hyaku’in almost completely
utilizing Rengahonshiki. In addition, the results show not only the whole structure of Ei’nin-gonen
Fusunaniki-hyaku’in but also the distinctions between Renghonshiki and Rengashinshiki. The findings
will offer new insights into rulebooks before Rengashinshiki and help to interpret early linked poetry
in the Kamakura period.

Keywords: linked poetry (renga), rulebooks (shikimoku), Ei’nin-gonen Fusunaniki-hyaku’ in,

Rengahonshiki, Rengashinshiki
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