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The Country Priest’s Publishing in The Early Edo Period
KIMURA Michiko
Abstract

It’s said that Japanese Buddhism has been corrupted and declined in Edo period. But publishers
published many Buddhism books and the people could read them, as they liked. It was very big
change about Buddhism. It might be corrupted, but never declined. Now I deal with Edo Buddhism,
especially Shingon Sect, in this paper. It’s said that Shingon Sect has been corrupted and declined by
the internal trouble. Although a few priests, like Jogon, Keichu, and Jiun, made a new thought and
published them for the people, not noble. In countries, of course, many priests activated for the people
lived there. But priests in countries didn’t live and active only there. For example, Funei, who had
lived in Hizen Province as Shingon Sect’s priest, didn’t do publish activities in his hometown. His
main activities were done in cities, like Osaka. His teacher, Jogon, writing one Buddhism book
named “Benwaku Shinan” for the people in Zatakana, he wrote the book in iz too. “This book is for
the people in my country.” It says, but it wrote in Osaka. It wasn’t special for Funei but also many
priests in countries did so. They came to cities from countries and activated there.

Keywords: The Early Edo Period’s Buddhism, Publication culture, Buddhist sermons in Kana, Funei,
The Kogi Shingon lineage



