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World-pictures in Wittgenstein’s On Certainty

ISHIDA Eri

Abstract

In Wittgenstein’s work On Certainty, he regards propositions like “Here is one hand.” and “The
earth was already there before my birth.” as indicating our world-pictures. Wittgenstein shows that
these propositions are the examples of our basis of language-activity. Wittgenstein thinks that these
propositions differ from other propositions from the point of verification. Wittgenstein thinks that such
basis exists at the bottom of our belief and judgment like our common sense, and gives plausibility
to our assertions, however we may doubt it sometimes. To understand the notion of world-pictures is
important so as to make our basis of belief and judgment clear.

For this purpose, elucidation of the characteristics of world-pictures is needed. Firstly,
Wittgenstein notices that world-pictures are exchangeable for the propositions supported by them,
which means that world-pictures as our basis of belief and judgment are the function that various
propositions could fulfill. Secondly, he clarifies world-pictures are not well-grounded and this
characteristic is related to our practice. Therefore, a member of one community whose practice is based
on world-pictures may have different world-pictures from the others. I maintain that world-pictures

could exist as the basis in a different way from our common sense.
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KEN OS> TEBEE LU TORNEPHONIREEDBHDTH L EFEA 5,
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WK—EOMENLDHDOTIIRL, SEIXAMEICI > TREINIFETHLEND ZEIIEDNTHED,
®mEg. RG] 13, KEEROP TRENFRCITEZ 520 DREEOKMEFTTH D ENS ZEITHE DIV
T, ZNHOERMIZ. T1 NP ad 1 itk Thans RG] IO TOERITHE DN THFEIC
RBEDBRIETHD EMEMMNT DI ENTES,
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