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The acquisition process of case makers
by Vietnamese Japanese learners

— in case of location case makers “ni” “de” “wo” —

Nguyen Van Anh

Abstract

This study is about the acquisition process of the location case makers “ni” “de” and “wo” by
Vietnamese Japanese learners (VJL) whose first language is Vietnamese. The result is showing that the
acquisition of the case maker develops from pivot schemas to item based contruction. It improves that
part of Tomasello’s L1 acquisition process could be applied to L2 learner’s case maker acquisition. But
this process also has its original feature. It is that between pivot schemas and item based contruction,
it also exits the verb pivot schemas. So that the VIL’s case makers acquisition process is showed that it
moves from noun pivot schema to verb pivot schemas and then to item based contruction.

Keywords: Vietnamese Japanese learner, Japanese, location case maker, pivot schema, item based
construction
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