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Structural functions of repeated pitches and tonality
in Chopin’s Polonaises

NISHIDA Satoko

Abstract

During the nineteenth century, as the harmonic axis of tonic-dominant, the essential characteristics of
the Classical tonality, was gradually weakened, motivic association and repetition of particular pitches
became to play increasingly important roles in achieving cohesion of a work. In this article, Chopin’s
seven Polonaises are analyzed to examine the relations between repeated pitches and tonality.

In most of the works discussed here, repeated pitches serve to create the structural cohesion of the
work. However, there are also cases where repeated pitches function to weaken the structural centrality
of the tonic, or juxtaposition of two repeated pitches in chromatic relationship polarizes tonality. Such
expansion of structural functions of repeated pitches is a significant step in the history of tonality.
And for Chopin, constructing a piece centering particular pitches seems to be essential compositional
strategy.

It is also worth mentioning that late Polonaises (op.44, 61) are good examples of temporary
independence of the III tonality from the tonic, and “tonal pairing”. They exemplify the tendency of
deviation of tonality from a single governing tonic, in which the repeated pitches play a decisive role.
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BRI O R E BB SERT S0, PR TR VAN THIICHSIINARWN, -, TOME
REND b viv- b vivEWIRIINHRA L RDTA iE, VEDRETEL TOMEEZHOTVWS, ZOHITII.
ARABYOFEBZE REXFHO VM - vENTHTHLEINT, OARS T, EHOHEH OB VIO
v-i ORFADFBFIITOND Z & T, FEHPOHBEZFNICEAOV-IOHENL, BEAEMEAINTNDEER
%,

(ROox—Z+75>82—) opbl Tk, EEEs. F&Fis&EWI EZHIRICHD 2 DOMMATELEIN
THO, WECEELE2b257 ., ASHEHAOHAICERNZRONZ 6T —HER>TNWS, |k
Tk <7z, EsENS®HELAZEFICLD As-durOfES £, KFAOEEETHOLEHRERALEZB D TH S
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FH 2 a/8>oROF—XIZBT 558G ORERIREEE & F Mk & OBfR

(ZLTZDESHEEZTLOMOENE, ZRICL> THEMANS AsiE HAORORENL, AsHOEAET
LEsENHHAOEASE THSHDisEE L THHROXRICIMOAEN S, HFHDOBF & WS B T—RrIC Ry
T3)°,

B XLTHHNORMBELEZTHORORT—XIZ, TOOIBEDIEFEALENZFRATENINTEOD, FAMEMHEE
ZDOWTH, PHEEE DO TEROV-IDHELINDDOOSNEL, BHBEERD, ik LEE/KL
V-IMO—FHEATETRINBEWNT— R EE, B FEMBEOHEI EVWS A TRESEL>TND,

NT—=RIZBNTIZVIE WS ORI U 72 AR Z 5 A 5 2D ICHFATNHN SN TWE, RO
= ADE D8, ZLOBERVEBTVIARIND, WHRFEMEZFFDEMICBN TS, FEiE0 g
EMERDZDITHFASTNHNSN TS ZEMN, GEOGITNSHLNIR >k, —H T, WilEICE>TH
IR AE T TODER, FHRNTHD SN TNSHEH, S SITEEFBERICH S E R - FHOWMEICK > Tl
MO « Rl TW2HEFD RSN, Z5 LT OMENEREOILRIZNT NS, HEEfS
BIEL, MASESANPLERRTEEIICREZENIFTEOEEDOHR TEKZEFODHATH DN, > 3/8>
IZBWTHRFHAEZT O Z 5 U 7= HEARIT TS O - RO DDSTHNWSNTVWEZDTHD, FEDFEN
DIKFET > a XN &> THEMBICB T SMERROARENRER CTH o EEZEAD I LD TELD,

/-, op.dd. op.blTIL, IIFHD—KEHRIMNT, 512 (NF—R) op.38iIcF DRk EesNLD7k. F
FAMAEZ R/ T 2 DOHDME E Vo ZHRB A SN, WThOBESH, NT—RIIBIT2DLFEEE 2
DOFEMEI T2 L THRFAZFTNRESLEEZRZL TS, AOx—XICBET R0, BHOERICBWTE
TN XD —AIZED 5 ORIEDOHEFMNEEE TR > TNDHEFTD ZEMTESLN, opbliICAGNZLD7R, £
NEPUTHARE R 2 R T HEESE I NS Z & THEFRE E L TOHRMENTHERET 2 WS BT, EER
ARSI OB NS, EFOMEIAZEIIML ZREORENEL TS, EE52EHTELDTIE
BWFEASM, T aN BT RO ZEMEITDNTIE. 4% “tonal pairing” (Bailey 1985) D@ &AM S D,

WWERLTOERZN,

S

=3

1 WOUES A Wydanie Narodowe Dziel Fryderyka Chopina (FEFIZSREZH) 12X %,

2 RYNKA 2 FOEFRICDONWTIAEH 20102, 722 UABLTIE [(RYIVRA > M & [HEXRYIVRA > M Z2REFIL TWRW,

3 BIGHIMTORANCEDOTERT %, (1) HREOEFEH,. RROOTFIIMETZE, (2) HIKE, el EOS/3wHHG 2.
(3) HMIIV-IRIRE. ZTNEIURT,

4 HERENENMLTWSME (BFEMEET2H) OXRGLIEL Krebs 19801 -7z, O—<HF ORI OEERGSIIMT D, #85 OGRS
FERIEE 3 T O EET,

5 SamsoniF18HHALKD D NS YIDD (T 7 > & =) ORFEICDWT, [RFREME, KOIRL<E] & [ThSDEMD
SHEONLDONT—E LNV EIRRXTWVS (Samson 1985),

6 Kallberg (1985). Samson (1985) 1 ZOfEMICDOWTH =B ERBL TN D,

7 66/NEIDAs-durd 5 108/NFiDas-mollE TOM TR I N2 ERFHDOETZWD LAS-C-E-Aska>THBD, 1AV —TNE3E
TEHESNTVWD I ENGN5,

8 Rothstein (1997). Abraham (1939). Rink (1990) 1%, As-durz, ZOERDOE—-DOFEHREEZEZ TN,

9 Rothstein (1997) 1Z. op.53&opblOMARO R —RIZHASND, HEVWIZRLREEKRICH D EEFPBEUFesEDBAEZID LIFTn
DM, AR TEEARSZRKETHEHCEHE L TR, ©LUAE=Fesi§ LEsiF & O FRHKRICERHL .
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