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Process of Forming Friendship Network by Japanese Expatriate
Housewives

TAKAMARU Rika

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the process of forming friendship network, while wives are
accompanying their husbands transferred to overseas position (Japanese Expatriate Housewives). The
semi-structured interviews were conducted on 19 Japanese Expatriate Housewives, and the interview
transcripts data was analyzed by modified version of Grounded theory approach (M-GTA).

These results suggest that Japanese Expatriate Housewives experience three phases as the process
of the friendship network formation: the first phase is “expanding the sphere of daily-life activities by
friendship network”, the second is “adjusting the sphere of daily-life activities which was expanded
during the first phase through reviewing friendship network”, and the third is “renewing the friendship
network seeking for the more comfortable lifestyle than that of the previous phase”, and that Japanese
Expatriate Housewives try to shift the phase to the next, when they feel to facing some difficulties at
each phase. These results also speak to the importance of the timing to support Japanese Expatriate
Housewives as well as the contents of supports.

Key words: Japanese Expatriate Housewife, Transfer Overseas, Friendship Network, Process of
Network Formation, Grounded Theory Approach
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