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The Ending of 7he Princess Casamassima:
The Aporia of Democracy and “Democracy to Come”
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Abstract

The political aspect of 7he Princess Casamassima has been largely ignored for years due to its
deviation from the main plot concerning terrorism in 19th century London and its melodramatic
ending. What is crucial, however, for the characters’ decisions in this text is their political orientations,
especially their attitudes toward democracy. While Paul Muniment, a thoroughly rational modernist
character, is firmly convinced of the advent of modern democracy, the protagonist Hyacinth Robinson,
suspecting the ethical legitimacy of democracy and its destructive nature, turns back to the aristocratic
ideology. His doubt, which would reflect the author’s own, resonates with the insight of French
political thinker Alexis de Tocqueville who explored the effect of democracy in America and predicted
an inevitable but dubious future of democracy. On the other hand, the Princess Casamassima’s
enthusiasm for revolution foregrounds the problem of modern democracy which excludes women
from the political arena. As French philosopher Jacques Derrida claims in his later work, the aporia of
democracy concerning hospitality to others is the vital problem of “democracy to come” . In this article
I examine how this text questions the fundamental aporia in democracy and foreshadows the next
democracy after the modern period.

Keywords : democracy to come, terrorism, modernity, aristocracy and democracy, politics of women,
hospitality to others
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“ -+ I believe, and you pretend to believe, though I am not sure you do, in the advent of the
democracy. It [the scheme] will help the democracy to get possession that the classes that keep
them down shall be admonished from time to time that they have a very definite and very
determined intention of doing so. " (Casamassima, 444)
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What was most in Hyacinth’s mind was the idea, of which every pulsation of the general life
of his time was a syllable, that the flood of democracy was rising over the world; that it would
sweep all the traditions of the past before it; that, whatever it might fail to bring, it would at
least carry in its bosom a magnificent energy; and that it might be trusted to look after its own.
When democracy should have its way everywhere, it would be its fault (whose else?) if want
and suffering and crime should continue to be ingredients of the human lot. (478)
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