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Pedagogic Atmospheres in Nursery School For Supporting the
Practice of Childcare Activities

SATO Kayoko

abstract

The purpose of this article is to clarify the kind of atmosphere in childcare and education that
supports child life through the practice of childcare activities. “Childcare” is an environment which
is accomplished through the humane interactions of childcare specialists. However, this ambiguous
concept has not been concretely comprehended by the teachers in the fields of childcare and education.
Furthermore, there has been very little research into subject of “atmosphere” in regard to childcare and
education.

Therefore, it was important to research the meaning of this atmosphere from the pedagogic
anthropology-based perspective proposed by Bollnow. Case studies show that this atmosphere is
anchored by the relationships between adults and children, while also making it clear that these
relationships are definitely sensed by both adults and children alike. The results of the theoretical
examination and case analysis suggest that we need to recognize the fact that Bollnow’s “pedagogic
atmosphere” offers precious insight into childcare and education.

Keywords : practice of childcare activities, child life, pedagogic atmospheres in childcare, Bollnow,
nursery school
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