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The Relationship between King Ine of Wessex and Church in Early
Anglo-Saxon England

—An Analysis of Ine’s Law—

KONDO Kayo

abstract

The relationship between the king and the church in early Anglo-Saxon England is a theme
that has not been fully studied. This paper throws light on this problem by analysing ‘the church
laws’ of the Law of King Ine of Wessex (r.688~726). When one commits the ecclesiastical offence
such as neglecting to baptise a child and working on Sunday, Ine’s Law imposes no ecclesiastical
penalties(penance) but secular penalties.And Ine levied a fine on the offender. By this fine, Ine’s
income increased. Furthermore, the fact that Ine’s Law gives relatively high status to the christians-
godfathers, godsons and communicants-meant that these Christians were set under the secular legal
system.And Ine was at the apex of the system. Finally, Ine gives an important status to the bishop
of the church-in this meaning, the bishop was also incorporated in the secular legal system. As a
conclusion, from an analysis of the church laws of Ine’s Law, it is possible to state that the church was
set under the secular legal system in early Anglo-Saxon Wessex.

Keywords : Ine’s Law, Anglo-Saxon England, Wessex, penance, P. Wormald
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