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Special feature: Rethinking reference services. Introducing Ochanomizu University Learning Commons: A

report on installing a Learning Commons in a small-scale university library. Riko MODEKI (Ochanomizu
University Library and Information Team, 2-1-1 Otsuka, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-8610 JAPAN).

Abstract: Ochanomizu University Learning Commons was set up in April, 2007 to provide an interactive study

space for students. The Learning Commons symbolizes one of the University’s recent educational reform plans:

“A New Approach to Advanced Liberal Arts Education in the 21st Century.” It serves as a collaboration base for

the library and other student-affairs offices. This article describes how Ochanomizu, a small-scale University

library, has played a leadership role in the collaboration of on-campus student services, focusing on three

points: (1) emphasize the library’s strong engagement in student affairs to other staff; (2) start from small

projects; and (3) encourage as well as support student participation in the reform.

Keywords: Learning Commons / career education / student services / study space / university libraries /

educational reform / liberal arts / collaboration
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