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A Study on the Influence of Conversion to the Parentcracy Society

—from the Viewpoint of Children with Cultural Diversity —

FUKUYAMA Ayako

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the influence of the parentcracy society from the point of
view of children with culturally diverse backgrounds and to contribute to the improvement in their
learning conditions. Parentcracy society refers to a society that depends upon the economic power and
intention of their parents. It has been already pointed out that Japanese children are influenced by this
social structure.

In recent years, the poor academic performance of children with cultural diversity living in Japan has
become a major problem. The concept of parentcracy is effective in understanding this phenomenon.

Based on the interview of 5 people including two Japanese-Brazilian teachers, this study shows that
the conversion from meritocracy society to parentcracy society affects not only children’s academic
achievement but also fundamental personality traits including self-esteem. However, the children
could acquire a better educational foundation if more effective conditions were given. It is important
to prepare sufficient conditions including zdasho, a comfortable space where one can feel accepted. A
sharing system of teaching method and teaching materials for these children is needed.

Keywords : Parentcracy, Children with Cultural Diversity, Multicultural Education, Self-Esteem,
Academic Achievement
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