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The Meaning of “Dokuji-ikko no Seikei”

: How the idea of economic independence for women has changed

OKUMURA Noriko

abstract

This paper explains how the idea of economic independence has changed. It focuses on the Social
Reports by Osaka City from the Showa Period. The 1920’s reports stated that women have the right to
earn enough money to be independent. This conclusion was supported by economist Shiro Kawada.
He asserted that the “individual unit social system” is best: everyone has the right to earn the living
wage. The “family social system” is not endorsed because it leads to problems for both women and
society as a whole. These findings stand in stark contrast to today’s economic system. In today’s
economic system men receive family wages which are capable of supporting a family of 2 to 4 people.
On the other hand, women receive wages that are significantly lower than the living wage. In the
early stages of the modern work force women were to receive wages which went beyond the upkeep of
the household. However this recommendation was later contradicted by reports from the 1930’s. Why
were the recommendations of the 1920’s reports rejected? Research has shown that the government
chose the patriarchal “family unit system” because it was better suited to Japanese society.
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