NFSACRIRRL w5138 20104F

HEATHA O 0 E o) 2 38 U 7o RILin A s O AL BRPE L D T Ak
il 2N

The Lacquer Production Areas Formed by the Japan-China
Interregional Trade in Prewar Period

Yang XIE

abstract

This paper deals with the formation of distribution centers and channels of lacquer in the inner land
of China in prewar days, based on the analysis of the lacquer merchants’ activities.

The export of lacquer from China to Japan accounted for 80% of the total production, and was
supported by the development of port areas that were led from the opening of river ports along the
Chang Jiang. This paper tries to clarify the role of the merchants, using historical documents and deep
interview data.

The lacquer circulation relied on Chang Jiang basin basically and chose transit routes to as near
ports as possible from each production region. Other than the influence of the transportation by ship,
the location where the Jiangxi merchant purchased lacquer was rule factor. The formers tended to
sell lacquer to places where many merchants purchase rather than convenient places to the waterway.
Therefore distribution centers where a number of merchants gathered replaced production centers as
lacquer brand names. Also, lacquer merchants’ skill meant a lot for the formation of brands. Lacquer
merchants who could regulate the quality of lacquer well got big trust from Japanese merchants, and
the brands of the distribution centers have become well-known.

In other words, it is concluded the formation of lacquer distribution routes and brands were greatly
influenced by the transport factors, but were also played the activities of merchants more important
role.
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