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Shinran’s death and rebirth in Pure Land

SAITO Maki

abstract

Shinran explained death as being reborn in Pure Land. Rebirth in Pure Land is a complete
disappearance of the self because the essential factor of it is death. The self is a result of discriminating
thought. So a complete disappearance of the self means an eternal return to the ultimate reality.
Rebirth in Pure Land is a complete disappearance of the self and an eternal return to the ultimate
reality. And it is the essential structure of death. But death doesn’t have this meaning for many
people. Ordinary people are ignorant of the structure of death because they don’t know the relation
between the ultimate reality and discriminating thought. This ignorance is changed by Faith and
Nembutsu. Faith and Nembutsu is a moment appearance of the ultimate reality in this life. Through
Faith and Nembutsu people become aware of both of the ultimate reality and discriminating thought.
Such people also recognize the structure of death. And they become to believe that to die is to be
reborn in Pure Land. So rebirth in Pure Land is the essential structure of death which is revealed by
Faith and Nembutsu for Shinran.
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