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The Influence of a “Multiculturally Oriented JSL Program” upon
How a Non-native Japanese Resident Fosters Positive Attitude
toward Multicultural Coexistence

A Case Study by PAC Analysis

HANBARA Yoshiko

abstract

In response to the increasing number of foreign residents living in Japan, mutual learning oriented
to multicultural coexistence has recently been attempted in JSL education, where both Japanese native
(hereafter NS) and non-native (hereafter NNS) residents living in Japanese communities come together
to learn. This paper, utilizing Personal Attitude Construct (hereafter PAC) analysis (Naito, 2002),
examines how a multiculturally oriented JSL program (Okazaki, 2002) affected a participant’s attitude
toward the coexistence of NS and NNS residents. The attitude of a NNS participant, strongly inclined
to adapting herself to Japanese society, was compared both before and after she participated in the
program.

The results show that before participating in the program the NNS participant valued her
determination and action in adapting herself to Japanese society and implied a humble expectation
of NS residents. On the other hand, after participating she did not desire such adaptation, but instead
positioned NS and NNS residents as equal partners for coexistence. In addition, after participating the
NNS came to recognize that she could play a more active role in multicultural society.

Based on these results, this study indicates that through the multiculturally oriented JSL program the
participant fostered a more positive attitude toward multicultural coexistence including the importance
of developing equal relationships between NS and NNS residents and broadening her role in Japanese
society.

Keywords : multilingual and multicultural society, community oriented Japanese language education,
reciprocal learning, content-based second language instruction, positive attitude toward
multicultural society
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