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Learning Japanese and Obtain Cultural Awareness through
Web-based Material and Video Conference System

SANO Kaori

abstract

Foreign language learner often has difficulties to know the “practical” Japanese usage which the
native speakers use in their daily life. The students usually learn Japanese from their language
teachers by using textbooks, however, textbooks already gave the language certain “cultural filter.”
Students should be exposed to ample authentic materials and native speaker’s output, and they should
obtain cultural awareness by having direct communication with the native speakers (Yamanaka 2004).

In this project I will explore how the college students who are studying Japanese in the JFL learning
setting can learn practical Japanese and obtain cultural awareness through web-based material and
video conference system.

Keywords : short-term Japanese language program in Japan, distance learning design with video conference
system, experiential Learning and exploratory learning model, reflection, learning process
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