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How Does Mother See Her Developmental Part as Parent ? :

A Study on Grasping “Growing” as Parent

IMAI Asami

abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify how we grasp the phenomenon of “growing” of parent have
preschoolers. To examine the maternal perspective on her developmental part as parent, it was focus
on how mother make meanings of her experiences of her child’s preschool enrollment. The data were
collected by semi-structured interviews.

Most of mothers told about their own “growing”. But the narratives about it were different from
between the mother of first-born child and the mother of second-born child. The mother of first-
born child told about her own “growing” through her experiences of her child’s preschool enrollment.
On the other hand, the mother of second-born child had the perspective on “growing” as parent
and told about it. These results suggested that the perspective on her developmental part as parent
was constructed through accumulation of experiences that mother realize her own “growing”.
Consequently, when we grasp the phenomenon of “growing” as parent, we must not ignore the
phenomenon that mother realize her own “growing”. From the viewpoint of adult development in
developmental psychology, it is not appropriate to grasp the phenomenon of “growing” of parent have
preschoolers.

Key Words : growing as mother, development as mother, maternal perspective, child’s preschool
enrollment, narrative
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