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Research on the Conception of Korean National Music

; Based on the essays written by LA, UN YOUNG

LEE Sojeong

abstract

This thesis emphasizes on UN YOUNG LA’s musical point of view through the four essays written
by LA, UN YOUNG himself as a Korean composer. National music theory, church music theory, and
modern music theory are the four main themes of his essays. Considering all of these as a whole, it is
quite easy to see that the national music theory is what he really focuses on. Through studying the
collected Korean traditional songs and transcription, he uses the elements of Korean traditional music
properly. Also, he clearly mentions what he has to do as an educator in order to create national music
and a national music composition in a practical way. His assertion of modernizing (making modernized
Korean music after establishing most of the Korean traditional music first) and making modern styles
with ethnic concepts is the related topics indeed. As a composer of East Asia, he tries hard to spread
the direction that the Korean national music should pursue and he was a man of deeds as well.
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