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A Survey on English Carol Manuscripts

UENO Mio

abstract

The aim of this paper is to reorganize English carol containing manuscripts and printed books that
were produced between the thirteenth and sixteenth centuries, which total 103 in number.

When rearranged in chronological order, it becomes clear that only clerics recorded carols from the
thirteenth to the fifteenth century, with lay writers appearing from the sixteenth century onwards.

Carol manuscripts were almost exclusively owned by clergy during the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, with lay people began to own carol manuscripts from the fifteenth century onwards. One
particular owner of a fifteenth century carol manuscript was a minstrel, and he may have used
the carols in the manuscript in his repertory. Examples of greater numbers of lay owners of carol
manuscripts must reflect the rise of literacy and education during the late Middle Ages.

Also, up to the sixteenth century, carols were recorded among sermons and Latin verses, which
suggests that carols were used in teaching. However, other manuscripts from the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries collected mainly carols in preference to other items. Some carol manuscripts were enjoyed in
the royal court. Thus, it appears that a wider variety of carols were performed during the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries.

Moreover, carols may have been influenced by the context of where and to whom they were
performed. In future, I should like to focus on the changes in the meanings of carols over time.

Keywords : Late Medieval England, Manuscript Studies, Cultural History, Lyrics, Carols
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