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A Cognitive Semantics approach to Japanese dasz and Korean naida

BAEK Yiyun

abstract

According to Daijirin Dictionary, dasu is a basic Japanese verb that has 28 different meanings. This
poly-semantic verb represents ‘put out’ , ‘send’ , ‘submit’ , ‘publish’ , ‘produce’ and ‘start’ , etc. This
paper explains semantic structure of dasuz by cognitive semantic approach, especially image schema,
and compares it with that of its Korean counterpart naida.

This paper identifies the common elements and differences between the two verbs. As the common
elements; (1) both verbs mean ‘move out’ prototypically; (2) the prototypical meaning extends to more
abstract concepts and social domains via container image schema; and (3) both verbs represent aspect
as compound verb suffix by semantic bleaching. However, there are also differences. (1)naida has more
strong meaning of movement from the area of subject to outside and has broad meaning potential in
abstract domain. (2) As suffix, naida represents accomplishment while dasz beginning because naida
takes inner view point while dasz outer view point. These differences might be related to those of the
original meaning potential of the two verbs and syntax difference in Japanese and Korean.
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