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Factors that determine explicitness of speech

—A comparison of Japanese general public and native Japanese language teachers—

NOHARA Yukari

abstract

This study investigated factors that determined the “explicitness” of speech by Japanese language
students by comparing how speeches were perceived by the Japanese general public and native
Japanese language teachers. Four Japanese language students presented their speech ability through
the story-telling format, and a listening experiment was conducted by providing a questionnaire to 50
Japanese general public and 50 native Japanese language teachers. From factor analysis of the obtained
evaluations, factors such as “contents” and “voice” were extracted from the Japanese general public,
and factors such as “continuity of the meaning of contents” “sufficient use of the language” , and
“phonological fluency” were extracted from the Japanese language teachers. The results suggest that
the Japanese language teachers are more concerned about the details in determining the “explicitness”
of speech compared to the Japanese general public. We also found that “Contents” and “continuity
of the meaning of contents” had a significant impact on the “explicitness” of Japanese general public
and Japanese language teachers, respectively, and the other factors such as, voice and suitable use of
language affect the explicitness through “contents” and “continuity of the meaning of contents” .

Keywords : explicitness, Japanese general public, native Japanese language teachers, viewpoints of
evaluation, factor analysis
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