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Development of relationships between children soon after entering
a kindergarten

MOMOEDA Tomoko

abstract

The process of creation and changes in relationships between children were investigated. Participants
were two children who had just entered the first year of a kindergarten. They were selected and
studied just after they entered the kindergarten in April, until the end of October. Results indicated
that children initiated and changed their relationships with others through trial and error, and that
there were differences and commonalities in this process. In the first stage of initiating relationships,
children repeated the same action with others. This was followed by a pre-relationship stage, before
close relationships were created, during which time they sent one-way messages. There was no
stability even after creating a close relationship, but a state of change between unstable and stable
ones. Moreover, in the stage of unstable relationships, new relationships were sometimes created and
developed with other children.

Keywords : Process of creation and changes in relationships, Kindergarten, New Kindergartners,
3-year-old children
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