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Shina Rinzo’s Nihilism :
Focusing on the Water Image

KWEON Soonmi

abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate Nihilism of Shina Rinzo literature. And the image of water seems
to be very useful to accomplish it. Indeed, in the works of Shina, water appears repeatedly in many different
forms such as rain, moisture, sewage, and river, etc. The water erodes its space and even (the characters’)
bodies. The characters are starved, get stranded, and even get led to death by that water. It stagnates around
the characters or sticks to their bodies. However it doesn’t seem to be only external being, sometimes it is
vomited, drained from a body. In other words, the water has both sides of an external and internal being
simultaneously.

Where would the water lead us? It does not flow by such strong force, but surely has a strong presence.
Finally, we come to see the standing water in a cinerary urn of a graveyard. In the possibility of life mirrored
in that water, paradoxically, we can also understand the water that presents nihilism is a necessary evil to our
life.

Keywords : water, nihilism, the water in a cinerary urn, ambivalence, Shina Rinzo



