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A Reprint and Description of Menus for the
Seasonal Festivities of the RAI Family

ODAKE Sachiko and OKUBO Keiko

abstract

A reprint of seventy-six menus for the seasonal festivities of the Rai family is presented. In addition, seven
event-menus which were not identified as the anniversaries of the deaths of ancestors nor seasonal festivities
are introduced. The seasonal festivities were generally held twice in a year, spring festivity in February and
autumn festivity in August. Four spring festivities and three autumn festivities were not held in February
and August, and all these were prolonged. Two of them were prolonged because Shunsui returned from
Edo to Hiroshima on May, and at that time the spring festivities were held in June. Almost all menus were
the highest grade, ie. the grand dinner consisting of the principal course of a dinner with the second course

containing another soup bowl.

Keywords : menus for the seasonal festivities, Sanyo RAI, Edo period
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