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Factors to Increase Narcissistic Tendency in Adolescence :

Acquisition and Loss of Special Position in Later Childhood

KAWAKAMI Junko

abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine the relation between the narcissism tendency in late adolescence
and special positions acquired in the early elementary school years. In addition, it examines whether the loss of
special positions during one’s early adolescence will be the factor to change one’s narcissistic personality type.
169 undergraduate students (38 male and 131 female, average age 19.88 years) participated to this study. The
result of t-tests and ANOVAs indicated that a) gender difference existed in the relation between narcissism
tendency in late adolescence and the influence of experienced special position in late childhood, and b) female
who received the special treatment from their teacher in their late childhood, and lost it in early adolescence

might show hypervigilant narcissistic tendency in their late adolescence.

Keywords : adolescence, two types of narcissism, personality formation, retrospective study, special position
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