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“Development of Finger Dexterity in Preschool Children”
An Experimental Study with Maze-Drawing Task

BEKKI Yoshiko

Abstract

Development of finger dexterity is known to be associated with social and cognitive abilities. This
study examined the development of finger dexterity in preschool children through the “Maze-Drawing
task” experiment. Participants were forty seven 4-5-year-old children (20 boys and 27 girls) and forty
four 5-6-year-old children (23 boys and 21 girls) . The results showed that the finger dexterity of
4-5-year-old boys was characterized as “quick and incorrect” drawing, while those of 4-5-year-old girls
were either “quick and incorrect”, “quick and correct” or “slow” drawing. On the other hand, the finger
dexterity of 5-6-year-old boys and girls were both characterized as “quick and correct” drawing. It was
suggested that children acquire preciseness in drawing between 4 and 6 years of age, while drawing
speed remains fairly unchanged. A gender difference in the acquisition of finger dexterity was noted.
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