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Reconsidering "Littera Mantiniana' :

Mantegna and Feliciano in the Reform of Capital Letters in the 15th Century Padua

MATSUSHITA Maki

abstract:

The subject of this article is a type of capital initial letter represented as if it were a three-dimensional object
carved in metal. Its central ridge forms the spine of the letter which then seems to be hollowed on either side.

It appears in manuscripts illuminated in Padua or Venice in the late 1450's. Outstanding examples are found
in the well-known copy of Strabo's Geography in the Latin translation of Guarino, which was sent as a present
by the Venetian condottiere Jacopo Marcello to Rene of Anjou in 1459.

Millard Meiss once ascribed its invention to the Paduan painter Andrea Mantegna and named it "Littera
Mantiniana” (Mantegna's letter) because he believed that the illuminator of Strabo's work was certainly
Mantegna, while other scholars nowadays insist that it was invented by Veronese copyist Felice Feliciano.

In this article, I observe its first examples in Geography of Strabo in the terms of the characteristic of its

three-dimentionality, and analyze again the possibility of Mantegna or Feliciano as its inventor.
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fig.2: Vulgate Revised by Alcuin, ca.820-832,
London, British Museum, Add. MS10546,
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fig.3: Sienese Missal, 14th-century, New

-

5 ANNO DOMING. ACTCCVITEA MV
i vmo CREATIONE . VI.AIL.ET. BC VT .

S

fig.5: Poggio Bracciolini, Cicero Epistola ad
Atticum, 1408, Marburg, Westdeutsche
Bibliothek (formarly Berlin, Preuss.

York, The Pierpont Morgan Library,
MS713, £.55
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fig.6: Antonio di Mario, C. Valerius
Flaccus, 1429, Florence,
Biblioteca Laurenziana, MS39,

Lat.919, £45r.

Staatsbibliothek), Ham.166, £.162r.

.. Fra Filippo Lippi, Madonna and
Saints (detail), Florence, Uffizi

fig.7b.:Andrea del Castagno, Equestrian Portrait of Niccolo-
da Tolentino (detail), 1456, Florence, Cathedral

35, £.48v.

f|g8 Roman, 167B.C,, Delph1 Sanctuary
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fig.27: Felice Feliciano, Vatican City
(see fig.20), £.3.

SR i
fig.10: Strabo, Geography, Albi, Bibliotheque Municipale, MS77 (formerly

Bibliotheque Rochegude, MS4), £.230v.

fig.13: Eusebius, Chronica, Venice,
Biblioteca Marciana, Ms.Cod.Jat.IX.I
(2496), £133v.

fig11: Strabo, Albi (see fig.10), £3v.  fig 12: Strabo, Albi (see fig10), fAr.

fig.15: Felice Feliciano,
Monument of T. Pullius
Linus (detail), Modena,
Biblioteca Estense,
Ms. a L.5.15, 156v.

fig.16: Jacopo Bellini, Roman

: : Monuments, Departement
SN L ; des Arts Graphiques, inv.
fig.14: Andrea Mantegna, St.James before Herod Agrippa R.F.1512, Musee du Louvre,
(detail), formerly Padova, Eremitani, 1453-1454 Paris, 44r.
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fig.17a.: Andrea Mantegna, St.Eufemia,
Naple, Museo Capodimonte, 1454

ik i 5
fig.18: Andrea Mantegna, San Zeno
Altarpiece (detail), Verona, San Zeno

Maggiore, 1456-1459

fig.17b.: Andrea Mantegna, St.Eufemia, Naple, Museo
Capodimonte, 1454

fig.19b.: Andrea Mantegna, Camera degli Sposi
(detail), Mantua, Palazzo Ducale, 1465-1474

77 2. 1 : L - B2,

fig.19a.: Andrea Mantegna, Camera degli Sposi (detail),
Mantua, Palazzo Ducale, 1465-1474

1 : . LATH
Strabo, Albi (see fig.10), £.183v.

fig.20: Felice Feliciano, Alphabetum Romanum,
Vatican City, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana,
Vat.Lat.6852, .1
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fig.21: Felice Feliciano, layout of the letters O and P (from
Montecchi), Vatican City (see fig.20)

fig.22: Felice Feliciano,
Venice, Biblioteca
del Museo civico
Correr, Correr

314, £.34r.
T G ;
“"“’ f}""”' r!';’ ; C) lxxe‘f“x ‘-fc}'uxlm‘k C;'mr;x%;v;hmx...v:g
scAmwRERTL o

A\
N d;}um r!al‘ r,omf dermms
tubimed et amtvn gecntt @

i deirn w&}.ontmmm
rmq itk a3 aritiam a
ifte i asen v J

i‘m»f'um«m’m 3 }aun\ {m!f("loée

Emc g ol il leof vemiane -
1
. 2’%% zulym
Af Bunneftic = Deéne- Pamne R ’Nun [Lr! hecuerba bl allox.
,mmﬁnmx ew‘ cramm cuv?»n{ - B Jtlmurunhm sufianasr Gun.-
ompx A !m]"ean . b waenmun s
y 3""0\!4} S L —
B 57 rrmlxy ut ?Imm.
Fﬁm- sngel §ﬁw|"“wnmr s
S A tqa(

" g Habem Jm‘r)r’x Bomiad & Uy
B Tt Frielbn o snmgelf ur
non 'f mmrmb%* B

-Jm/\’LJmA rael. 75 15 fint na T
K. N\A@( ot Ageming, i ;Ll/«r .

L I AT I S
Strabo; Albi (see fig.10), £.273.

fig.25:

P

5

20064F

9%

fig.24: Felice Feliciano, Modena (see fig.15), c.Ir.

fig.23: Felice Feliciano,
Florence, Biblioteca
Nazionale Centrale,
Conv.Soppr.A.9.1113, £2.

fig.26: Felice Feliciano, Vatican City (see fig.20),

f4v.
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