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How Formal Instruction and Exposure Influence

Second language Acquisition :

An Analysis on Learners' Introspection concerning Japanese Sentence-Final Forms

MINE Fuyuki

abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate how formal instruction and language exposure influence learners’
perception and output of Japanese sentence-final forms. 44 learners participated, divided into four groups by:
sex and proficiency level (lower or higher), and 28 native speakers (NS). All participants were required to
assess 31 Japanese sentence-final forms, from the perspective of how often they hear and use them in daily
conversation, and for the learners only, how explicitly they were explained in class. Path-analysis was used to
see the relationships between learner’s perception and frequency of output, explicitness of formal instruction,
frequency of NS’s use, and NS’s tendency of use by sex. This analysis was done separately for each group,
which were then compared. After the assessment the learners were interviewed to identify how they learn
sentence-final forms. The results indicate the following,

@D . The learner’s perception is constrained by his/her lack of knowledge and low proficiency. Especially for
lower-level learners, formal instructions promote noticing of sentence-final forms by making it possible for
the learners to attend to the forms.

@ . Language exposure has a larger effect on higher level learners than lower level learners, exposure with
situational information gives learners the key to understand the meaning and function of each sentence-

final form.

Keywords : formal instruction, proficiency level, noticing, language exposure, frequency
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BX. SHOZHEOHBEREE. SEHOF CFRERE

INGB S| 5

25 9% 20064F

a NS
(1) R (2) BRI (3) LA (4) B E (5) HA N 4R
(1) FEREE
(2) HEREE 87
(3) FZHFHH 87 94
(4) B3 MEfE A TR 50 50" 36
(5) HANGERHE 60 70 60" 75"
T 1.06 2.19 1.85 1.74 2.87
BHERE 99 1.06 1.14 94 54
n=31. ™ p<0l
b. LB
(1) R (2) Hfh AR RE (3) =N (4) BEMEEER (5) BANAEFSHEL
(1) FEREE
(2) AR 80"
(3) M 56™ 65"
(4) BiEsERMEm 65" 52 23
(6) HANGHHE 75" 80 45™ 75"
2= 2.04 325 2.02 174 287
R RE 89 54 43 94 54
n=31. * p<01
c. TRZ&HE
(1) fE SRR (2) AR (3) A (4) TS AR (5) HA NEFSER
(1) fEHEE
(2) EEAHRE 91
(3) %M 83" 84
(4) ZMEAERER 73" 76" 79
(6) HANGRHE 59 69 55" 83~
iy 1.64 268 243 223 287
R R 105 0.89 1.04 - 101 054
n=31. " p<01
d bRk
(1) HEFSERE (2) HEAMSERE (3) A (4) MM A (5) HARNBERHHE
(1) FEREE
(2) HMEEE 91
(3) REEFHH 63 48™
(4) =M 94 88" 61"
(6) BARAGRSEE 79 81 26 33"
T 2.33 343 222 223 2.87
R RE 111 47 a7 101 54

n=31. * p<01



