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Japanese Diplomatic Strategy as One of Five Great Powers
After the First World War :
From the View of Diplomatic Establishment

WADA Hanako

abstract

This paper attempts to reveal aspects of Japanese diplomacy after the First World War, by analysing the
plans and the reality of Diplomatic Establishments Abroad (DEA), which were established by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MOFA).

In examining the number of DEAs established between 1870 and 1943, it is clear that the greatest number
were established in the early 1920s following the Paris peace conference. During this period, DEAs were set
up in developing European and near East countries, many of which gained their independence after WWL

Until this point, Japan had hardly communicated with these countries, and DEAs were not yet necessary there.

The trend in the establishment of DEAs during the 1920s is linked to the fact that Japan became a member
of Five Great Powers by the Paris peace conference. Consequently, Japan had to develop diplomatic strategies
for the postwar changes in the international landscape. One of these was to show a positive attitude, not only to
the situations in Asia, but also those in Europe and near East. Thus, to make a basis appropriate as a member

of Five Great Powers, the MOFA established DEAs in the developing countries in Europe and near East.

Key words : Japanese Diplomacy, Diplomatic Establishments Abroad, First World War, Paris peace conference,

the League of Nations
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