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A Study on the Establishment of Korea Kuonbon :

Mainly on the Relation to State-regulated Prostitution in Japan

HEO Yeonhee

abstract

The study is on the establishment of Kuonbon in Korea and focused in the period of introduction of Kuonbon
which is tightly related to the period that state-regulated prostitution was disseminated to the wide areas in
‘ Choseon. The introduction period is assumed from the opening of a port in 1876 to the starting of the Kuonbon
Union of Choseon in 1915. The investigation has gone through with the data, such as government publications
and papers, written during the introduction period and those data are collection from both in Korea and in
Japan.

A large number of “geisha” and “Prostitute” came to Choseon during the war between China and Japan
and the war between Russia and Japan. The stateregulated prostitution system also was brought to Japanese
settlement in Choseon with them. The same rule and structure as in Japan were imported to the settlement
and also applied to Kiseng in Choseon. The state-regulated prostitution system in Choseon was based on that in

Japan. One of the rules was that all Kiseng must join to the Union, which led to the starting of Korea Kuonbon.

Key Words : state-regulated prostitution system, Kuonbon, Kiseng, Geisha, prostitute
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