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The Classroom as an Intersection of Individuals, Classroom Groups

and Cultural Characteristics

KISHINO-MATSUSHIMA Mai

abstract

Japanese elementary schools have class-based teacher assignments. Teachers must not only teach many
subjects but also make the classroom a comfortable place to be. This paper reviews two approaches to examine
classrooms where many complex phenomena occur. One approach examines phenomena in the classroom
from a single perspective, such as the teacher’s behavior. The other approach examines phenomena in the
classroom from multiple perspectives. I review the former using units of individuals, classroom groups, and -
cultural characteristics. These relate to individual cognitive mechanisms used for the teaching and learning
process, group dynamics, teacher management in the classroom, and cultural characteristics in teaching and
relationships. In the latter approach, I discuss the overlap between different teacher behaviors and many
contexts, the evolution of cultural characteristics in the classroom context, and the development of the teacher
and child through their location in the classroom. I propose that these two approaches need to be integrated to

examine the many different overlapping phenomena in a classroom.
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1. 3% - FERRICHUZBAOBMA HZXLEBRS NICT BHR

FEHDFBERE TFLONEDOL)ICHBRLERL, MERBRNFTIEE 2L0D, A WRPLINTE
2o THIZEMTAHMMRNIBETIE, FELR P VRLHET 2B L CHRBZ2ERTLIIETHIEEL, B
MEBERT LB TIE, FloemBrBREMR AU TRITHREEER T2 2L THAHEE XS (Shuell,
1996), FEHEIZBERLHLLZ T FHER Y ANS &, RBAHRNELITo CTLHRREER L T <
(Mayer, 2003) . Bransford, Brown, & Cocking (1999/2002) (Z &+, ko A&Efbod b K, ME~OKD
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FCHA ZEESLERICERLTEBY, #Eie LTOd AN VERZL (FEE, 1992), HEZHH L TEED
BEXERT L2010, HBeiEls (AMLTY—) ZfREABLTWS (EK, 1998),
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158



ANF a5 8% 20054

DEZoNITIZFESPEG/LORBIIESTEM BB L7202 BT T 5, 52T (2000) 7 4
—RNELA T AN ELENSE [MEY] 254 TORFTI) LIFCn5, 2R, WENRERD
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