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The Roles of Thai Students Who Studied in Japan and the International

Relationship between Japan and Thailand after the Second World War :

Focusing on the Roles of Thai Students Who Received Scholarships from the

Japanese Government in the latter part of the 1980s

APICHANGKUL Neeranard

abstract

The Japanese Government has been granting scholarships to Thai students since 1954. The year 2004
marked the conclusion of half a century for the relationship between Japan and Thailand through the
scholarship program of the Japanese government for Thai students. The scholarship recipients from Thailand
have no obligation to re-pay the scholarship money to the Japanese Government and have wide freedom to
choose any kind of occupation in Thai society by applying the knowledge and experiences they have obtained
in Japan. But the number of the recipients of the Japanese Government Scholarship in Thailand is closely
linked to the global expansion of Japanese investment. Especially during the years from 1985 to 1989, Japanese
investment boomed across Southeast Asia including Thailand. In this period the number of Thai students who
received scholarships from the Japanese Government reached their first peak. After finishing their studies in
Japan, many of the students, both men and women, became high-level employees in Japanese firms and in the
fields of academic researches concerning Japan. So in this way they were able to contribute considerably to the
economic and industrial development of Thailand as well as to establishing good relations between Japan and
Thailand.
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