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Reorganization and Negotiation of Gender Relation at Households

with Foreign Wives :

Focused on Korean Wives Living in Rural Areas

YU Yon-Suk

abstract

The present study examined the process of negotiation and reorganization of gender relation at households
with Korean wives, who had international marriage, in rural areas in Japan, and found three points as follows.

First, Korean wives living in Japan are characterized by high age, high academic qualification, work
experience and urban origin. In addition, factors that made them to make the international move to Japan was
usually related to marriage before moving to Japan (divorce, separation by death and becoming an old maid)
. Second, many of the Korean wives had experienced conflicts related to their status at the household and
gender relation just after the international marriage to their Japanese husbands. Third, as their life in Japan
was getting longer, many of the women tried to [negotiate] with their suppressors and [reorganize gender
relation] in order to enhance their status at the household. Negotiation methods are largely divided into two.
First, [passive negotiation] performs [the role of wise daughter-in-law] at home and to [point out things to be
corrected] by the parents-in-law. Next, [active negotiation] overcomes conflicts through colliding directly with
the husband’ s parents. However, their efforts are not limited to collision with the opposites but also directed to
the development of their own world outside the home including social/economical independence through own

business or employment.
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