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The Construction of Civil Movements in Newspaper Articles :
A Case Study on the Dispute concerning the Preservation of
a Blast Furnace in Kitakyushu City

YAMAMOTO Rika

From 1989 to 1994, there was a dispute regarding the preservation of a blast furnace in Kitakyushu City. Al-
though Nippon Steel Corporation, the owner of the blast furnace, decided to dismantle it, some local residents
attempted to prevent this. When the city administration decided to preserve the blast furnace, newspapers de-
scribed the local residents’ protests as 'civil movements’ that had enabled the preservation of modern industrial
heritage. In the course of my research, however, some people who had been involved in the disputes denied the
influence or existence of the civil movements.

This paper reveals the discrepancy between facts and newspaper articles from the perspective of construc-
tionism. I divide a series of disputes into four periods, and compare the facts with newspaper articles in each
corresponding period with reference to the local residents’ agitation.

The results clarify that newspaper reports of the residents’ activities did not reflect reality. During the first
and second periods, residents who had made efforts for preservation had not appeared in newspaper articles
quite often. From the third period, all of the newspapers began to feature them more frequently. During the
fourth period, when it was decided to preserve the blast furnace, the story that residents’ protests had made
the preservation possible was published in newspaper articles. On the contrary, a majority of the local residents
endeavored to preserve the blast furnace only during the first and second periods. Hence, I conclude that the
influential civil movements were constructed by the newspapers, following the decision to preserve the blast

furnace.

Key words : modern industrial heritage, civil movement, construction
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