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HE ABBHEOEBEEICB T L HROERITH
The Social Self-Expression of the Upper Middle Class through Choral Activities

-In the Case of the Choral Societies in Nineteenth Century Dresden-
INOUE Tokiko

The purpose of this paper is to examine choral societies founded in Dresden during the first half of the nineteenth century and to
reveal the social aspects of the bourgeois choral activities.Only a few studies on the choral society itself have been conducted and lit-
tle attention has been given to the functions of their amateur musical activities.As a result,three notable and representative examples
were chosen for analysis in this paper:two mixed choral societies Dreyssing'sche Singakademie and Robert Schumannsche
Singakademie,and a men’s choral society Dresden Liedertafel.

The material in this paper is derived from mainly published documents on these three societies,such as articles of associations and
commemorative publications.By analyzing details such as performance opportunities and repertoire,how social status or cultural atti-
tudes were reflected in the variety of choral activities of the upper middle class is investigated.

The results indicate that the activities encouraged members’cooperative spirit within their own and other fellow choral
societies.Such cooperation was connected with the patriotic regional and national union.The results also discover that the activities
were an expression and display of the members’social status.It is concluded that these attitudes were a self-expression of their social

and cultural elitism.

Key words . Choral Society, Choral Activity, Concert, The Middle Class, Repertoire, Social Status
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